Be ernor’ 5B Blue feRibbon ¢ Commission gets down n to work 


Chaired by 
Commissioner Jack 
Lettiere, Governor 
McGreevey's Blue 
Ribbon Transportation 
Commission has swung 


the state’s long term 


was created by the 


Commissioner Lettiere announced the 
opening of the $55 million interchange at 
Routes 1 and 130 in North Brunswick this 
summer. More than 130,000 motorists 
a day now travel more safely through 
the new intersection financed by the 
Transportation Trust Fund. 


NJDOT remembers 9/11/01 


NJDOT employees came on the 


north, south and central regions to join 
fellow Headquarters employees. They 
gathered to remember those who gave 
their lives to improve our lives in this 
land or abroad, and in peace or at war. 
They came on September 11 to 
remember friends, family and ordinary 
citizens who lost their lives at the Twin 
Towers 1 in New York, at the, ge ee 


‘who lost theft x aa? RE SS 


Department,” said: Gonimissioner Se 


Lettiere during a meying- ceremony 
at the Employee Meri at: 
Headquarters. a 

While NJDOT emp Sees 
and family members stood to 
reflect and remember, John:Stults, 
Treasurer of the Employee Memorial 
Committee and Master of Ceremonies, 
introduced the participants. 


into full gear analyzing 


‘,, transportation needs. 
~ The Commission 


Governor in January 


and has been examining the state’s long 
term needs for highways, bridges and 
public transit. By the end of the year, the 
Commission will issue recommendations 
for the Transportation Trust Fund, which 
comes due for reauthorization next 
summer. Created in 1984, the Trust Fund 
has generated $3.75 billion in state capital 
funds over the last four budgets. 

Among the prominent New Jerseyans 
serving on the Commission are former 
Commissioners Louis J. Gambaccini 
and John P. Sheridan, Jr., as well as Al 
Koeppe, the president & chief operating 
officer of PSE&G. 

The need for more transportation 
funding is becoming increasingly critical. 
Many worthwhile road projects had to 
be shelved this year because the funding 
simply was not there. Over the next three 
years, the gap between needs and available 
state and federal funding will grow. 

The funding situation has been 
complicated by a delay in Congress 
to reach an agreement on a six-year 
reauthorization of TEA 21, the federal 


Deputy Chief of Staff Tina Lado 
recited the “Gettysburg Address,” and 
Reverend Tom Johnson of the Office 
of Community Relations provided 
a moving invocation. Following Sr. 
Master Sergeant (U.S. Air Force and 
NJDOT Geometric Design) Paul 
Kasica’s “Pledge of Allegiance” and 
a vocal selection by Anna Vereen of 
the Office of Employee Support, Chief 
of Staff Kris Kolluri reminded us of 


our country’s foundation as he read the 
« “Declatation of Independence.” 


Assistant Commissioner of 


. Planning and Development Dennis Keck 


gave us sageéadvice as he read a poem 
6y:Charles Hanson Towne titled “A 
Friendsswwhich counsels us to make that 
calMo:a friend before it’s too late. 

Remembering the 9/11 attacks, 
Keck recalled the 74 Port Authority 
employees who “made the supreme 
sacrifice merely because they showed 
up for work that morning. It is only 
fitting that we take the time to honor and 
remember our fallen colleagues at the 
Port and pay tribute to all the victims of 
September 11.” 

Continued on page 5 
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New Jersey will need $10.8 billion to 
maintain our roads and public transit 
systems. Current funding provides $7.6 
billion. 


funding program. Commissioner Lettiere 
is continuing to work hard in Washington 
to build support for the Governor’s 
proposal to create a Transportation 
Finance Corporation (TFC). The TFC 
could increase federal funding by $60 
billion over six years. 


Looking pensive during the 9/11 ceremonies 
at Headquarters, Manager Barbara 
Richebacher, Fiscal Resources, places a 
carnation on beams salvaged from the Twin 
Towers. 


Pinto has winning sounds 


Listen to a soft rock vocal 
or an easy listening instrumental 
and you’ve got a winner in Frank 
Pinto. Recently 
the recipient of 
an Honorable 
Mention in 
the 2002 
John Lennon 
Songwriting 
Contest, Pinto 
is a Principal 
Engineer 
in Project 
Management 
five days a week 
and a songwriter, 
performer, music teacher and 
vocalist at all other times. 

Pinto entered the international 
songwriting contest that began 
in 1997, hoping to win the grand 
prize of $25,000 with his soft rock 
creation, “Unlisted Heart.” 

More than just a competition, 
the John Lennon Songwriting 
Contest offers songwriters the 
opportunity to excel. There’s a 
tour bus, a nonprofit, mobile audio 
and video facility outfitted with 
the latest musical instruments and 
gear that travels to high schools 
and colleges, music festivals and 


Pinto 


Frank Pinto plays background music at a book signing with author Marilu Henner. 


concerts to educate audiences about 
songwriting. 

In October 2002 the Lennon 
bus stopped at the Jersey Shore, 
culminating in a three-hour location 
broadcast on local Jersey rock radio 
station WBHX at Tuckerton, which 
mainly targets Long Beach Island. 

Pinto’s goals are like that too. 
He regularly writes, performs and 
educates. With a music studio set 
up in his home, Pinto composes his 
songs, writes the lyrics and teaches 
piano. It’s not just something he 
picked up. 

“T’ve been involved in music, 
particularly the piano and guitar 
since I was 13,” said Pinto, “and 
my family is musical. My 
brother, my grandfather and 
I did barbershop music from 
the 1930s. My dad, Jack, who 
worked as a Project Engineer in 
the NJDOT Bureau of Utilities 
- Railroad section for 30 years, 
taught me piano and wa: 
very strong influence on 
accomplishments with piano _ 
and music. That’s why I like 
a blend of all music from all — 
decades. 

“My brother Jack Jr., is a 
College of New Jersey student here 


in Ewing and a director/instructor in 

barbershop singing internationally.” 
While Pinto has taken off in 

a different direction, often playing © 

at dinner parties and book signing 

events with such noted authors as 

Janet Evanovich of the Stephanie 

Plum -Chambersburg mystery series, 

and Marilu Henner of healthy eating 

and dieting, his goal is to record his 

works. S 
When he’s not at NJDOT, 

or playing at anevent, orteaching 

music, Pinto is writing. Once a week = 

he gets together with four of his 

friends on drums, guitar, flute and — 

bass to work out his latest creation or 

just for fun. 


She’s got an Unlisted Heart 


(first verse) 


Blue ribbons 
“governor praises Central Region’s Scott Ireland 


Governor James E. McGreevey knows that Assistant Crew (320) Supervisor Scott Ireland 
of Central Region is prepared. When Treasure Island Boy Scout Reservation Camp Director 
Hank Windish contacted the Governor about Ireland’s positive influence on Scouts at a camp 
operated by the Cradle of Liberty Council, he praised Ireland for his positive interest on the 
campers in the areas of character, citizenship and fitness. 

As an Assistant Scoutmaster, Ireland volunteers one week a year at the camp and leads 
weekly meetings of his troop of 40 boys, ages 11-18. He also volunteers in the Fire Explorers, 

a branch of the Boy Scouts that helps fire companies, 

Ireland has much motivation when it comes to Scouts, but near the top is his son Erik, who 

is 15 years old and working on his Eagle badge. 


Ireland | 


Bergen County traffic officers honor Gahwyler and Lortz 


The Bergen County Traffic Officers Association recently honored NJDOT employees John Gahwyler of Traffic 
Operations North and Maintenance Crew Supervisor Dave Lortz of Region North at a recent luncheon for their efforts to 
create safer roadways in Bergen County. 

Commissioner Jack Lettiere was particularly proud of their accomplishments. _ Employees like you have helped NJDOT 
earn ‘high marks’ in our commitment to addressing the needs of the general public,” he said. 


North Brunswick mayor thanks Wilbur Dixon 


One of New Jersey’s original highways in use since pre-Revolutionary War days was recently repaved thanks to the 
efforts of Regional Maintenance Engineer Wilbur Dixon of Central Region and his staff. — 

North Brunswick Mayor David Spaulding thanked Dixon personally. “Route 27 in the area of Cozzens Lane not only 
looks better, but it is also much safer to travel,” he said. 


NJDOTers warm up to new Toastmasters Club 


When Bob Giangrasso, Executive leadership skills.” We’re fortunate 
Assistant 2 of Intergovernmental Affairs The group is sponsored by the because the 
ran the Toastmasters demonstration Department of Labor Toastmasters Department is paying 
session at Headquarters on September 11, Club, and its representatives will assist the initial charter 
the interest was overwhelming. the NJDOT group for a minimum of registration fee and 
“We will have more than the six months. Toastmaster members the new member 
minimum number of 20 charter members _ from the Educational Testing Service service charge.” 
for officially establishing our NJDOT Toastmasters, the Princeton Toastmasters For information, 
Toastmasters Club,” said Giangrasso. and the Trenton Union Speakers will call Giangrasso 
“More than 130 people showed up at the —_— assist when required. at 609-530-8791, : 0. 
introduction to a fun and supportive group “Employees interested in attending Nancy Girton at Ps y aN 
where members can develop their public — a meeting can join whenever they want 609-530-2736 or : 
speaking skills, build confidence, network to,” said Giangrasso. “The dues are $18 Fredi Schloss at 
with other employees and hone their per person for six months’ membership. 609-530-4806. Giangrasso 
Retirees oo 
August 2003. Barbara Cousins, after 17 years, Administrative after 31 years, Crew Supervisor Highway Maintenance; James 
Analyst 1 Barclay, after 22 years, Truck Driver Single Axle 
September 2003. David Hoonhout, after 34 years, October 2003. John Panico, after 32 years, Construction & 
Construction & Maintenance Tech 2; Eileen Bernhard, after Maintenance Tech 1; Addie Reddon, after 15 years, Support 
33 years, Management & Operations Analyst 1; Thomas King, Services Representative 2. 
Obituaries ae . ne 
Retired Area Supervisor Joseph A. Exel, Construction Retiree Beebe Wesley Roberts Jr. died August 17 in 
and Maintenance, died March 17 in Browns Mills. The Central Willingboro. The former construction foreman in Bayway is 


Region employee is survived by his wife of 62 years, Ruth U., survived by his daughter Shirley Adderly, sons Ronald, Wayne, 
and their three children. Allen and Bruce, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 


Maziarz coaches T-ball game at White House 


Administrative Assistant 3 Norma 
Maziarz of Traffic Engineering and 
Investigations and her daughter Allison 
became sports celebrities at the White 
House T-ball games on September 7. 

When President George W. Bush 
made the offer for members of the 
Hamilton based team — it’s called the 
Little Lads but is open to females — to 
play T-ball on the South Lawn of the 
White House, they couldn’t wait for the 
day to arrive. 

As groundskeepers groomed the 
T-ball field on the South Lawn to prepare 
for the games, 13 players from the 
Hamilton Little Lads Cal Ripken Little 
League practiced their sports skills in New 
Jersey, with Maziarz as co-coach. 

Maziarz’ daughter Allison, one of 
the players, was thrilled when they got to 
Washington D.C. 

“It was cool,” Allison stated. 
“Meeting the president was the most 
exciting thing. He said ‘Hi’ and I said 
Hiss 

“Out of all the girls in the league 
and all the women coaches, what an honor to be selected,” said 


President George W. Bush welcomes 
Administrative Assistant Norma Maziarz to 
the South Lawn of the White House, where 
Maziarz’ daughter Allison (inset) played in 
the T-ball games on September 7. 


Maziarz. “My two daughters play and my 

husband also coaches.” 

To play, team members 
slap a ball off a fixed 
tee. Branch Rickey of 

the former Brooklyn 
Dodgers invented 
the hitting tee in the 
1940s as a way to 
prime batters before 

a big game. Currently 

there are 800,000 T-ball 
players in the United 

States. 

The White House 
T-ball games, instituted in 2001 by the 
President, a former owner of the Texas 
Rangers baseball team, have been very 
popular with T-ball players. Following 
up on a dream for his favorite sport, the 
President knew the White House lawn 
was the perfect spot since “‘there’s a 
pretty good-sized backyard here.” 

The program is run annually by the 
White House Communications Office (in 
charge of political public relations) and 


the Office of Community and Faith-based Initiatives. 


Governor, NJDOTers celebrate histor rical sailin 


Tom Ge wis a ‘United St tes flag 
the Capitol on ey 4, 2000, sir 


Seles 


passengers from Tralee to the United Sta 
survived the dangerous voyage. 
Many Irish immigrants oe build the c 


Regulatory Officer Jim Healy presents Captain Tom McCarthy 
of the Jeanie Johnston with a United States flag that was flown 
over the Capitol on July 4, 2000. 


Jersey, such as the pee Canal. 


brought young workers from the Mork and South 
together to build and sail this historic vessel. 


Histone truss bridge reopening is ocd news to Paterson 


The 96-year-old bridge 
was scheduled for reconstruction 
to meet the increasing traffic 
demands of the 21‘ Century. The 
original bridge was lost in the 
1903 flood, but a new one was 
constructed in 1907. It is a heavy 
rivet connected six-panel truss 
type with cantilevered sidewalks 
supported on abutments from the 
previous span. This rare example 
of the truss type bridge carried 
workers from the historic district 
north of the bridge to iron, silk 
and locomotive works across the 
river for almost a century. 

“Everyone involved in 
directly accessing Haledon this project demonstrated their 
Avenue across the river. The _ Paterson residents stroll across the newly reopened Straight commitment and provided their 
$3.2 million project detoured Street Bridge that connects two neighborhoods. NJDOT recently highest quality service,” said 
thousands of cars daily. reconstructed the 96 year-old historic structure. Sundaram. “The county wanted a 
Residents had to travel to another bridge and circle the area to complete replacement, but the local and state historical societies 
get to school, work and to the 31 houses of worship. and the Federal Highway Administration wanted the old bridge 

“The bridge is owned by Passaic County and has been a saved. We worked with Passaic County for almost two years. 
local aid project for 15 years,” said Shan Sundaram, NJDOT They finally agreed to preserve the historical truss by major 
Project Manager. “Our Project Management became involved rehabilitation.” 
in 1997. The bridge reconstruction project was a real challenge From the looks of things, it was worth it. According to 
to everyone because of the historical nature and its political Sundaram “the bridge looks like new and will last another 100 
implications.” years.” 
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Al Brenner, Director of Support 


Getting to and from the 
two Paterson neighborhoods 
separated by the Passaic 
River is a smooth trip now 
that the Straight Street 
Bridge over the river has 
been reconstructed. The 
bridge officially reopened 
on September 2 sporting 
255 feet of new walkways, 
roadway, railings and 
lighting. 

For the past 18 months, 
however, in the area where 
State and Lafayette Streets 
connect, construction 
prevented traffic from 


Commissioner Lettiere announced that 


Services and a member of NJ Air Force 
One Search and Rescue Operations 
at New York’s World Trade Center 


Michael Corona, a maintenance worker 
for the Garden State Parkway was 
killed in a work zone accident four days 


staging area, set up after 9/11, praised 
the NJDOT employees as he reflected 
on that day. “During my ten-day search 
effort I was privileged to have the 
opportunity to work with the greatest 
Department of Transportation in the 
country, the New Jersey DOT. 

“The maintenance people who 
came to New York to help couldn’t do 
enough. You would have to hold them 
back and tell them it was time to go 
home because they didn’t want to leave.” 

Paying tribute to those military 
personnel who lost their lives in 


previous. 

In memory of fallen co-workers, 
Assistant Commissioner for 
Administration Kate Immordino read 
the 32 NJDOT names inscribed on our 
Employee Memorial. 

Assistant Commissioner Chet 
Lyszcezek of Operations and George 
Pinaha, Chief Bridge Operator of 
Drawbridge Operations announced the 
addition of Kyle Christiansen to the 
Memorial. He died on October 29, 1990 
as he left his tour of duty and crossed four 
lanes of traffic to the parking lot. NJDOT 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Major will place his nameplate on the wall 
William Day, US Army Reserves and during Work Zone Safety Week in April 
Transportation Data Development, Sr. 2004. 

Master Sergeant Paul Kasica, Staff 
Sergeant Edward Walkoczy, NJ 
National Guard and Operations Radio 
Dispatcher and Chief Warrant Officer 
4 Gary Brennfleck, NJ National 
Guard and Aeronautics displayed the 
importance of the American flag. They 
demonstrated folding of the flag while 
describing the meaning of each fold. 

Remembering fellow employees 
who gave their lives on the job, 


Fitting to the occasion, Judi Parrish 
concluded the remembrance with her 
rendition of “God Bless America.” 


Staff Sergeant Edward Walkoczy, 

NJ National Guard and Operations 

Radio Dispatcher, prepares to place a 
carnation on the steel beams of the Twin 
Towers. Flanking him in the rear are 
Administrative Assistant 2 Connie Kimmel 
and Secretarial Assistant 2 Brenda 
Johnson, both of Professional Services. 
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Lettiere reads to first graders in Newark 


Commissioner Jack Lettiere can add 
the title of “reading coach” to his list of 
jobs well done. He read “The Stray Dog” 
and “The Little Squeegy Bug” to first 
graders at Newark’s First Avenue School 
as part of Governor McGreevey’s reading 
campaign. 

The governor’s “Better Schools for 
a Better Tomorrow” program calls for 
reading coaches to help young children to 
become proficient readers and writers. 

“Td like to thank Mrs. Ferrao’s 
class for making me feel so welcome,” 
Lettiere said. “Reading to our children 
and encouraging them to read is one of 
the most important things we can do as 
parents and adults.” 


n rgency cleanup and repair: downed trees ... electrical 
: itages | ... downed signals ... damaged overhead signs... 


The tornado that hit Mercer and Hunterdon counties and the overhead sign crew checked Routes 1, 206, 27. 

“on September 23 launched NJDOT maintenance crews, the Regional sign crews checked damaged ground mount signs.” 

- Sign Shop, and the Emergency Management Unit into action Region South Director Jeff Callahan reported that — 
‘immediately after the funnels hit the area. electrical and roadway damage occured on Routes 130 in 
“I know that regional maintenance and electric crews _ Burlington, 206 in Shamong Township, 44 in West Deptford 

2 responded to trees down and electrical problems,” said and 76 in Camden, but not to the same degree as in Ewing. 


_ Director Rich Shaw of Operations Support. _ 
ee “They cut and removed damaged trees, repaired signals on Route 130. 


Callahan said that a tractor-trailer was blown on its side 


